na	PADEREWSKI
brought about the foundation of a Polish organization for
the training of officers. Finally, when the United States
entered the war, he sounded an eloquent call to arms"
Any of Padcrcwski's political declarations were reproduced
conspicuously in the American press, that always took them
for authoritative statements. The German Ambassador in
Washington, Count Bernstorff, wrote in a letter to the
Chancellor Bcthmann-Hollwcg, how well informed the
American press was about all Polish matters, and that this
was due to Padcrcwski's activities.
More important, however, than all these activities were
Paderewski's contacts with one or two American individuals.
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In the summer of 19 r 6, a big evening party was in progress
at the White House in Washington.   Dinner had been over
for almost an hour ; the men had joined the ladies, and the
guests were assembled in the big drawing-room.   Some of
the curtains had not been drawn : through the windows one
could see the outlines of old trees in the garden.   One or
two rooms in the distant Government Offices still sent a
yellow beam of light into the dark night.   It was hot and
rather close.   The room, with its neo-classical walls and
ceiling, had the characteristics of Colonial domesticity and
the dignity of Georgian architecture.   Most of the heads of
the foreign missions in Washington were present with their
wives; so were the members of the Government and some of
the more distinguished citizens of Washington and New
York.   Conversation had ceased, the guests seemed eager
for something.   The keenness in their faces betrayed an
inner excitement.   It was not the anxious excitement of the
past two years that was brought about by news from the
European war zones, but an air of curious expectancy.
Someone opened the shiny black grand piano.   All eyes
were turned towards it.   The man at the piano—vigorous-
looking with a crown of reddish-silver hair—had also been at

